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A He was ( ) care of his mother when she was sick.

D taking (2 going 3 buying @ catching
B  You should look ( ) your schedule every morning.

@O down @2 at 3 back @ by
C You should not speak to him as if he ( ) a child.

@ were @ is @3 has @ had
D I noticed that salt was ( ) out when I started cooking.

@ catching 2 doing (3 running @ walking
E Igot ( ) at 5 am because of early work.

@O down @ right @ up @ Dback
F 1¢( ) never been to Hokkaido.

1 want 2 am 3 have @ will
G It looked more beautiful than I ( ) expected.

@ have @ had @ am @  were
H There was a lady ( ) a purple raincoat in front of the house.

@ on @ at @ in @  below
| He gives a lecture ( ) math every week at the university.

@ like @ to 3 but @ on
J He has finished his homework, ( ) he?

1 hasn’t @2 is 3 was 4 had
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I was very ( ) during an interview.
D nervous (2 fortunate @ feeling @ good

L HERETEKIZES TWwWi,
I( ) to ride a bicycle to the high school.
@ got 2 liked 3 used @ was

M H7%7z0EZ IZITKER,

I couldn’t agree ( ) with your idea.

@ all @ like 3 so 4 more
N 206ERDIZH - /-0 2550 L7z,

I visited the city for the ( ) time in 20 years where I grew up.

@ first (2 much 3 many @ all

O ENWVDOALNTEANZRDLOIZVHIEE 572,
I stopped ( ) a friend at the entrance to the building.
D waiting @ to wait 3 with 4 into

P HiZwodehiznllzRid,

He always does ( ) he wants.

D it (2 what 3 the @ and
Q SHOFHLRLTFNEBNT WS,

Tam ( ) this afternoon.

@O happy (2 available @ busy @ for
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: What time is it?

: It’s noon.

: Really?

: Yes. Why?

: Our bus is at 12:10.
: So?

: We won’t make it.

> W W W D

TR E H AR TRt

: Hello. Akira? Hi, its Hanako.
: Hey, Hanako. What’s ( )?
: I need your help with yesterday’s homework.

W > m > w;m

*Actually, I'm free this afternoon.

) IZAZHGEEZDO~DD ) HLpb 1 DEN,
SO (2 that (3 she @ up

© ~

: I'm having a party on Sunday. Can you come?
*Yes, I'd love to.
: Great! I will give you directions.

ol o R S

! Thank you. It’s very kind of you.
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Female COVID-19 patients make up a slim majority in the latest sixth wave of novel coronavirus
infections, a switch from the male-led trends of the previous surges in cases. Experts cited the
country’s social structure that has put more women on the front lines in areas susceptible to
cluster infections, such as nursing homes and schools. During the sixth wave that began in
January, females accounted for 50.05 percent of the 5.12 million infections reported nationwide
until April. The share of female patients was 46.8 percent during the third wave from
November 2020 to February 2021, 45.8 percent during the fourth wave from March to June
2021, and 44.5 percent during the fifth wave from July to September 2021.The health ministry
began publishing data on COVID-19 cases by sex in winter 2020.Kaori Muto, a professor of
medical sociology at the University of Tokyo who is also a member of an expert panel advising
the government on the novel coronavirus, said (1) women now face a higher health risk in the
pandemic because of the traditional roles they play. “A division of roles based on gender that is
entrenched in Japanese society could be a big factor behind the rise in cases of female patients,”
she said. The number of senior citizens and children infected with the virus has surged in the
sixth wave. A study by Hitoshi Oshitani, professor of virology at Tohoku University, found
that elderly care facilities accounted for 277 percent of all sites with cluster infections between
January and April, followed by schools at 24 percent, and nursery schools at 22 percent. Eighty
percent of workers in the care industry for seniors are women, according to the Care Work
Foundation, an organization advocating improved working conditions for caregivers. Data
by the welfare ministry and education ministry showed that women represent more than 9o
percent of staff at preschools. Nearly 100 workers and residents at an elderly care facility in the
Tokyo metropolitan area were infected during a cluster infection in the sixth wave. “We could
not contain the spread of the coronavirus because our job entails close physical contact with
care recipients,” said a worker at the facility. “We put our arms around them and help them up
as well as take their temperatures.” Most of those who tested positive in the cluster infection
were women, reflecting the fact that women represented 60 percent of care providers and 80
percent of residents at the facility. During the sixth wave, health authorities instructed most
COVID-19 patients with no or mild symptoms to recuperate at home. Some of them ended up
passing the virus to people at their homes. A survey in March by Emiko Ochiai, a professor
of family sociology at Kyoto University, found that women accounted for 70 percent of those
looking after patients recuperating at home. The survey also showed that about 30 percent
of the female home-care providers caught the virus while looking after an infected relative. A
health ministry study on sources of infections as of April 1 found that 50.2 percent of female
patients contracted the virus at home, compared with 42.3 percent of men. “An increase in the
number of patients staying at home likely raises the infection risks for women, considering
their traditional role,” Ochiai said. Muto of the University of Tokyo called for anti-COVID-19
measures to ease the burden on women, such as urging men to play a more active role in
housekeeping and child rearing.

(1]
The Asahi shimbun Asia & Japan Watch, May 30, 2022
A7 23-1159 B H B IR Clinik 2 2 L 2250 2
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14633317
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