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Short Visit to University
of London, UK
March 2-12, 2012
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Russell Square, Blry

When you arrive at Heathrow Airport and take the
London Underground, which is the public transporta-
tion into London, you will see the Oyster card. This
card is the equivalent of Suica or Pasmo, the smart
cards used for public transportation fees in Japan. This
kind of card is available for paying the fares in Britain
as well. A ticket-vending machine shows different fares
for different zones, but if you buy a one-way ticket
without prior knowledge you end up with a bad
bargain. The ticket machine has numerous different
items and one of these items is "top up.” Many first
time visitors to the city probably wonder what “top up®

means. The item corresponds to “charge” in Japan. You
can do prior research on some of those items, but you
will also see many things and expressions for the first
time only when you actually visit London.

This time, I was dispatched to the Institute of Education
(ICE) at the University of London, for about two weeks
as part of an international exchange program,

The IOE is a graduate college of the University of
London, whose history spans more than one hundred
years, The institute focuses on education and other
related social science fields and is world-famous. It is one
of the colleges of the University of London, the oldest
prestigious school in Britain, and accepts more than one
thousand students from around the world for research in
education and related social sciences. The IOE is located
in Bloomsbury, which is an academic and cultural center
of London and a historical district. The British Museum,
British Library and other educational facilities are just a
few minutes’ walk from the IOE. The IOE has the
Newsam Library, which is Europe’s largest education-

related library. This libraty has everything, a wide vari-
ety of materials and books relating to education.
Students at the IOE can use the library for free and web-

based reference service for library materials is particu-
larly convenient. In addition, theaters and swanky
restaurants at the West End are within walking distance.
You can easily transfer to central London and many
other places in Britain from the nearest stations, Russell
Square Station, Euston Station and Goodge Street Station.
I stayed around Russell Square Station, which is about an

KERE BRIGECHEBEMNTZH1T
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hour ride on the underground train from Heathrow
Airport to central London. From there, it is a four-minute
walk to the IOE and a five or so minute walk to the Brit-
ish Museum.

I was chosen as a dispatched program member for part
of the international exchange between the IOE and
Waseda university, and I participated in a training
course and an international exchange program at the
IOE. The purpose of my business trip was to participate
in the training course and have exchanges with students
and teachers at the IOE. The following were my primary
activities during the training course and stay.

(1) Participation in classes at the IOE graduate colleges

| attended two lessons and their content was guite sub-
stantial. Many Japanese students also studied at the IOE.
In class the group sitting at the table with me was an
international gathering including graduate students
from Taiwan, China, Poland and Norway. When | was
having a discussion with them in English, | had the
opportunity to interact with various Englishes. | could
participate in lessons related to World Englishes and
language acquisition. In addition to experiencing classes
different from Japanese graduate schools, | had the
opportunity to learn unfamiliar ways of thinking from
different perspectives, a good experience for me.

(2} Listening to the I0E special lectures by professors in
the field of language and English education

Lectures were slightly different from the Japanese style.
During the lectures, students did not just listen. They
dynamically expressed their opinions.
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(3) Visiting schools in Londen and in the suburbs of the
city

| visited two secondary-education schools and learned
about lessons, facilities, educational pelicies and educa-
tional concepts, which are completely different from
those in Japan. | also participated in Spanish and French
classes. In addition, | observed many other lessons and
activities, such as physical education, a drama class and
art activities, and learned the current situation in the
British educational field,

I also spent much time having exchanges with students
and teachers at the [OE, and I listened to explanations
about educational studies in various fields.

Through my participation in classes at graduate schools,
visits to the schools and exchanges with students and
teachers at the IOE, I talked with many different
researchers in education and could learn about related
fields and fields other than my specialty as well. In
particular, through my visits to the schoels in London
and the suburbs of the city, I became familiar with edu-
cational systems quite different from those in Japan and
exceedingly enjoyed substantial training, exchanges and
experiences.

Each time I make a business trip abroad, I rediscover
Japan's good points, as well as learn about other coun-
tries. I hope students have an opportunity to go abroad
to learn. Many things can be learned only through real
experiences rather than through studying in class and

textbooks.
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