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Despite early death, poet’s dream home built 65 years later

Michizo Tachihara (1914-1939), a poet of the early Showa Era (1926-1989), also had a promising
future as an architect. He had been a brilliant student of architecture at Tokyo Imperial University
(present-day University of Tokyo).

His dream was to build a small weekend cottage for himself. A poem he penned at the time went
to this effect: “What I dreamed of was one kind of happiness/ What I wished for was one kind of
love.”

He found a potential construction site by a marsh in present-day Minami Ward in the city of
Saitama. He gave the name of “Haus Hyazinth” (Hyacinth house) to his dream cottage, and drew
numerous blueprints.

But Tachihara never lived to see his dream come true. He died of tuberculosis at age 24.

Most people had long forgotten his name and dream until 2004, when a group of writers and

architects--all Saitama residents--built a cottage according to Tachihara’s blueprints, funding the
project with donations from the public.

“This was (1) madness, if you will, but we really wanted to make his dream come true,” said
author Tachiki Kitahara, 81, who resides near the marsh and heads “Hyacinth House no Kai”
(Hyacinth house association).

With Kitahara as my guide, I recently stepped into the cottage.
It was a tiny, one-room structure of less than 16.5 square meters. It had no kitchen, and was
furnished only with a simple bed and a writing desk. But surrounded by walls of grained cedar

panels, I felt inexplicably calm and found myself breathing deeply.

Over the last 15 years since its completion, the cottage has received upward of (2) 20,000
visitors, including many young people of late, and mostly lovers of poems and aspiring architects.

“It is as if Tachihara’s dream is expanding into the future,” Kitahara beamed.

One corner of the cottage formed a large window. When it was opened wide, I heard the chirping
of “hiyodori” (brown-eared bulbul), and a refreshing breeze from the marsh caressed my cheeks.

(3) It was so pleasant to be there, I felt like reciting a poem to myself.

March 29 will mark the 8oth anniversary of Tachihara’s death.

VOX POPULI: Despite early death, poet’s dream home built 65 years later
The Asahi Shimbun, March 21, 2019

http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201903210017.html (DL 2019/06/21)
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What features does Haus Hyazinth have? Answer in “English.”

T#EER (3) It was so pleasant to be there, I felt like reciting a poem to myself. %
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%2 2 Read the following conversation and choose the appropriate Customer’s answer

®

e

from

O —@ below.

Waiter @ Good evening. For two?

Customer : ( )
Waiter  :1 see, for three then. Do you smoke?
Customer : No. Non-smoking, please.

Waiter  : OK, this way, please.

Can I get this to go please?
Actually, we're waiting for another person.
For here please.

I want to eat curry rice and salad.

3 For questions H and I, put the appropriate word in the space (

two sentences nearly the same meaning.

The next bus will not be so crowded than this one.
The next bus will be ( ) crowded than this one.

The new building of the school is in progress.
The new building of the school is ( ) ( ).

) to give the

B4 Ko, K. L &EELOZEMIZIZ, a), by o) ICHEOEFEXRBNS1IFHAD £, iz

ZEIZL T ZNEROMIZIGE T 5B 2 HFERB 2 HFE 2 S v,
% :  a) I have to finish myhomework ( % ) next Monday.

b) The girl (  * ) the window is my sister.
figs %= ( by )

a) Icantagree( ] ) yourplan.
b) She happened totake (] ) the work.
¢) How did she come ( ] ) know you?.

a) Ispent all the money ( K ) book.
b) We should make room( K ) each other in the train.
¢) I'm always waiting ( K ) you.

a) Shegrew ( L ) tobe a great actress.

b) My mom puts ( L ) my hair.
¢ Doyoustay ( L )?
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[I/couldn’t/so/words/that/was/I/my/put/into/ feeling / happy /.(t°'V 4 K) ]
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O “Have you seen Tom recently?”

“No, but [ I'm having / I'm be having / I've had ] dinner with him on Friday. ”
Would you like [something / some / anything ] to drink.

Your dream of going abroad became a [truth / fact / reality .

Tokyo is a city [which / what / how ] I have long wanted to visit.

»w X O T

Taro “How [soon / fast / rapidly | does the train leave?”

Jiro “It will start in a few minutes.”

Are there any good films [at /on /by ] this week?

You are [ able / welcome / free ] to any computer in the room.

Cheeze is made [ out of / from / into ] milk.

=< C 4

This is the [ very / just / quite ] place I saw in the TV program.
MR 7 HAFHEOERIZZRZ L) ROLTHOZEMIERZ Az S\,

X HIZRRER 2 hoTz,
The car went ( ) ( ) sight all of a sudden.

Y ENFARITIEo& ) EHTOERZRNONDLZEEZAALKI LB >TWD X,

Everyone is envious of your being able to ( ) ( ) ( ) public.

Z eHEIFBELOMEPIZERIN, B 2 ErET,
Our teacher ( ) ( ) suddenly ( ) we were on study, and took us by

surprise.
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